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One of the very rare lichens in California is 
Texosporium sancti-jacobi.  This is  a monotypic 
genus. It has been given the common name of the 
woven-spore lichen.  How a so-called common 
name can be derived from a character that can 
only be seen through a compound scope at a high 
magnifi cation is a bit puzzling to me.  Indeed, the 
spores when magnifi ed do appear to be tiny woven 
oval spheres.

Until recently, it was known from only three 
locations on mainland California.  One of these was 
Pinnacles National Monument, another was Aliso 
Canyon in northern Santa Barbara County and 
the last was a collection from the 1960’s on Kearny 
Mesa in San Diego, a site which has subsequently 
been built over.  In addition it is known from two 
island locations, Chenetti Canyon on San Clemente 
Island and Bullrush Canyon on Santa Catalina 
Island.

This past year there have been additional locations 
reported for this unusual lichen. Richard Riefner 
found a population in the Shipley Multi-Species 
Reserve near Lake Skinner in western Riverside 
County. An upcoming article in Crossosoma will 
give extensive information on his collection and 
its location. Andrew Pigniolo found three locations 
within a few hundred meters of each other on a 
remnant portion of the Clairemont Mesa south 
of San Clemente Canyon and west of I-805 in San 
Diego.

I worked with Tom Leatherman of the National 
Park Service surveying particular sites in Pinnacles 
National Monument this spring. The fi rst location 

of Texosporium found here was found by Dennis 
desJardin in 1983. The location SE of the eastern 
entrance road was found to have been wiped out 
in a fl ood a few years ago. This was disheartening 
as the location was extensive. However, two new 
rather small locations on the NW side of the 
entrance road were found in this survey. Other new 
populations were found near the oak grove area 
which is adjacent to the South Wilderness Trail and 
a very lush population was located in the center of 
the turnaround above the Chalone Creek Picnic 
Area. The population at the junction of the High 
Peaks Trail and the Condor Gulch Trail, which was 
found by Bruce McCune, Roger Rosentreter, Charis 
Bratt & Beth Kantrud in 1996, is still intact. Now 
that the resource personnel at the Pinnacles have 
seen this lichen and have learned its habitat, other 
populations may be found within the Monument.

The habitat that all of these locations have 
in common is a relatively fl at open area with 
hardened soil, undisturbed and sparsely vegetated. 
Texosporium is found on old small mammal dung, 
clumps of detritus, small pieces of wood or other 
lichens. There is a great variation in the prominence 
or almost lack of the underlying white crust, as 
well as the intensity of  color of the mazaedium 
rim from bright yellow to dull grey. In Oregon, 
at the Pinnacles National Monumenta and at the 
Aliso Canyon site it has beens found with Aspicilia
californica.

With the picture included in this issue of the 
Bulletin (see images on back cover), it is hoped that 
more people will become familiar with this lichen 
and look for it when they are in the fi eld. 

Charis Bratt
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden

1212 Mission Canyon Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

cbratt@sbbg.org

Texosporium sancti-jacobi (Tuck.) Nàdv. in California

Bulletin of the California Lichen Society 9(2), 2002


