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Years ago when I fi rst started studying lichens, 
I was inspired by specimens at the Smithsonian 
Institution which were collected in the late 1800s 
and the early 1900s. Hasse’s book of southern 
California lichens listed many species and their 
distributions. Small wonder that I was led to start 
searching for those that I had seen or read about.  

Teloschistes californica, or T. villosus as it was known 
then, was represented at the Smithsonian by lovely 
specimens and was described in Hasse from Lower 
California (Baja), Point Loma near San Diego, near 
Newport and as far north as Santa Cruz Island 
where it was collected by Blanche Trask. Hasse’s 
Exsiccati #134 of this species was collected at San 
Quintin Bay in Baja. This may indicate that it was 
not plentiful at Point Loma. For over 20 years now, 
this species has eluded me on mainland California. 
In all my explorations of Point Loma and in the 
Newport area, it has not been found. I have found it 
in Baja and I have collected it on 6 of the 8 Channel 
Islands, but not Catalina or Santa Cruz Islands. 
It was not included in the Flora of Santa Catalina 
Island.

Trichoramalina crinata, or Ramalina crinata as it 
was called then, is another species represented in 
the Smithsonian collections and in Hasse’s book. 
It, too, is found in Baja but only the Point Loma 
location was given for California. Hasse’s Exsiccati 
#115 was collected at Point Loma in 1909 which 
would lead us to suppose that it existed there in 
quantity.

After the lichen walk at Point Loma in April, I 

was shown a different area of Point Loma. While 
there, Andrew Pigniolo handed me a tiny specimen 
asking what the thing with black cilia was (see 
front cover image). I knew immediately that he 
had found Trichoramalina! Quite obviously, he 
would not have picked it had he know its rarity. 
The specimen now resides at the Santa Barbara 
Botanic Garden as proof that it still exists in 2003. A 
few other small specimens were located in the area.  
Andy is now working with people from the City of 
San Diego to see if some protection can be given to 
the area as there are other rare things known from 
this place.

It was a very exciting day for Andy, Kerry Knudsen 
and me. It also points out that the more people we 
have in the fi eld looking at lichens, the more we 
are going to fi nd and learn about. Nothing could 
demonstrate this more clearly than last issue’s 
article and pictures of Texosporium sancti-jacobi.
There has been an explosion of sitings since then 
which will be presented in the December issue.

Happy lichening!
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